
  

 
 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O.:  8—2023-24 
 

  
TO THE HONORABLE, THE OUTAGAMIE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:                                                                                           MAJORITY  

 
The State Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims Program (WDACP), fully 1 
funded by a surcharge on hunting licenses, is a voluntary Department of Natural 2 
Resources (DNR) program to assist a person who owns, leases, or controls land 3 
on which certain wild animals cause damage to crops or livestock the ability to 4 
apply to the county for wildlife damage claim payments and for wildlife damage 5 
abatement assistance.  Wildlife damage payments include damage caused by deer, 6 
bears, geese and cougars, as well as elk and sandhill cranes if hunting those 7 
animals is authorized.  The Outagamie County Land Conservation Department 8 
currently contracts with a representative from USDA Animal and Plant Health 9 
Inspection Service for the Wildlife Damage Program, with said claims reviewed 10 
by the Land Conservation Committee. 11 
 12 
There is pending legislation that would make changes to the Wildlife Damage 13 
Abatement and Claims program by requiring the DNR to administer the wildlife 14 
damage abatement program and the wildlife damage claim program in a county 15 
that does not administer one or both of these programs.   16 
 17 
Additionally, pending legislation would eliminate a $10,000 limit under current 18 
law on the total amount that may be paid to a claimant for each wildlife damage 19 
claim.  The pending legislation maintains the current law requirement that the 20 
DNR pay wildlife damage claimants on a prorated basis if there is not a sufficient 21 
amount appropriated to pay all the claims.   22 
 23 
Additionally, pending legislation would eliminate the requirement under current 24 
law that a county participate in the administration of the WDACP in order to be 25 
eligible for reimbursement by DNR for the costs that the county incurs in 26 
processing and donating venison from cetain deer carcasses and in processing and 27 
donating meat from certain wild turkey carcasses.   28 
 29 
Additionally, pending legislation would add that damage to commercial seedings 30 
or crops growing on agricultural land caused by operating a vehicle in a field in 31 
order to place a bear trap under the wildlife damage abatement program is eligible 32 
for a wildlife damage claim payment. 33 

 34 
 NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned members of the Agriculture, Extension Education, 35 

Zoning & Land Conservation Committee recommend adoption of the following resolution. 36 

 37 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors does support 38 

pending legislation that would make changes to the State Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims 39 

Program (WDACP) by requiring the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) administer the 40 

wildlife damage abatement program and the wildlife damage claim program in a county that does 41 

not administer one or both of these programs; eliminating a $10,000 limit on the total amount that 42 

may be paid to a claimant for each wildlife damage claim; eliminating the requirement that a 43 

county participate in the administration of the  WDACP in order to be eligible for reimbursement 44 

by DNR for the costs that the county incurs in processing and donating deer carcasses and wild 45 

turkey carcasses; and adding that damage to commercial seedings or crops growing on agricultural 46 

land caused by operating a vehicle in a field in order to place a bear trap under the wildlife damage 47 

abatement program is eligible for a wildlife damage claim payment, and 48 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Clerk be directed to forward a 49 

copy of this resolution to the Wisconsin Counties Association and the Outagamie County Lobbyist 50 

for distribution to the State Senators and State Representatives representing Outagamie County 51 

and the Governor of the State of Wisconsin. 52 

 Dated this          day of May 2023 53 

 54 

 55 

 56 

 57 

 58 

 59 

 60 

 61 
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       Respectfully Submitted,    62 

       AGRICULTURE, EXTENSION  63 
       EDUCATION, ZONING AND LAND  64 
       CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 65 
 66 
 67 
 68 
             69 
Debbie Vander Heiden    Daniel Rettler 70 
 71 
 72 
 73 
             74 
Rick Lautenschlager     Sarah Weinberg 75 
 76 
 77 
 78 
      79 
Dustin Koury 80 
 81 
 82 
Duly and officially adopted by the County Board on:       83 
 84 
 85 
Signed:           86 

 Board Chairperson   County Clerk 87 
 88 
 89 
Approved:      Vetoed:       90 
 91 
 92 
Signed:      93 
  County Executive 94 
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