
 
 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O.:  79—2023-24 
 

  
TO THE HONORABLE, THE OUTAGAMIE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:                                                                                           MAJORITY  

 
Under current law, a court with jurisdiction under Ch. 48, Stats. (Children’s Code), or Ch. 1 
938 Stats. (Juvenile Justice Code), may place a child or juvenile respectively in out-of-2 
home care (OHC) with someone other than a parent.  One of the OHC placement options 3 
is with a relative who is not a parent.  A relative other than a parent is not generally 4 
required to be licensed in order for a child or juvenile to be placed in OHC with that 5 
relative.   6 
 7 
There is pending legislation that will allow a juvenile court or comparable place a child 8 
with unlicensed individuals who qualify as “like-kin” under the Children’s Code and 9 
Juvenile Justice Code.  The proposed legislation defines “like-kin” for the purposes of 10 
such placement to be an individual who has a significant emotional relationship with a 11 
child or the child’s family that is similar to a familial relationship and, for an Indian child, 12 
includes an individual who is identified by the child’s tribe as kin or like-kin according to 13 
tribal tradition, custom or resolution, code, or law.  Under the proposal, “like-kin” does 14 
not include a current or former foster parent of a child for placement purposes. 15 
 16 
Under current law, a relative other than a parent who is providing care and maintenance 17 
for a child under a court order may receive monthly kinship care payments from the 18 
Department of Children and Families or a county department of human or social services.  19 
The bill includes as those who may receive kinship care payments first cousins once 20 
removed and like-kin persons and changes the term used to refer to these persons from 21 
“kinship care relatives” to “kinship care providers.” 22 
 23 
Currently, the statutes contain a definition of “like-kin” that is used in the Children’s Code 24 
and Juvenile Justice Code for the limited purposes of permanency planning when a child 25 
is placed in OHC at a qualified residential treatment program.  Specifically, if a child is 26 
placed in OHC at a qualified residential treatment program, the agency that placed the 27 
child in such care or is assigned primary responsibility for providing services to that child 28 
must invite specified persons close to the child, including all appropriate biological family 29 
members, relatives, and like-kin of the child, as determined by the agency.  This definition 30 
of “like-kin” may include the child’s current or former licensed foster parent to participate 31 
in the permanency planning process when a child is placed in OHC at a qualified 32 
residential treatment center. 33 
 34 

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned members of the Legislative/Audit and Human Resources 35 

Committee recommends adoption of the following resolution. 36 

 37 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors does support pending 1 

legislation that will allow a juvenile court or comparable place a child with unlicensed individuals who 2 

qualify as “like-kin” under the Children’s Code and Juvenile Justice Code while defining “like-kin” for 3 

the purposes of such placement to be an individual who has a significant emotional relationship with a 4 

child or the child’s family that is similar to a familial relationship and, for an Indian child, includes an 5 

individual who is identified by the child’s tribe as kin or like-kin according to tribal tradition, custom or 6 

resolution, code, or law, while not including a current or former foster parent of a child for placement 7 

purposes, and 8 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Clerk be directed to forward a copy of 9 

this resolution to the Wisconsin Counties Association and the Outagamie County Lobbyist for distribution 10 

to the State Senators and State Representatives representing Outagamie County and the Governor of the 11 

State of Wisconsin. 12 

Dated this          day of December 2023 13 
 14 

 15 
 16 
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 35 
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 1 
 2 
Respectfully submitted, 3 
 4 

       LEGISLATIVE/AUDIT & HUMAN RESOURCES 5 
COMMITTEE 6 

 7 
 8 
 9 
             10 
Cathy Spears      Sara MacDonald 11 
 12 
 13 
 14 
             15 
Ryan Ferguson     Joe Santonato 16 
 17 
 18 
 19 
        20 
(Vacant) 21 
        22 
 23 
Duly and officially adopted by the County Board on: _______________________ 24 
 25 
 26 
Signed:           27 
  Board Chairperson   County Clerk 28 
 29 
 30 
Approved:      Vetoed:       31 
 32 
 33 
Signed:      34 
  County Executive 
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