
 

O R D I N A N C E   N O.:  D—2023-24 
 

 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE OUTAGAMIE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:                                                                                         MAJORITY  
 

Wis. Stats. §23.33 allows all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and utility terrain vehicles (UTVs) to 1 
operate on highways.  This same statute allows Counties to enact ordinances allowing the 2 
use of ATVs and UTVs on roadways designated by the County referred to as “routes.” 3 
 4 
Wis. Stats. §23.33(8)(b)1 allows a town, village, city of county the ability to enact an 5 
ordinance to designate a highway not under its jurisdiction, but within its territorial limits, 6 
as an ATV route.  In any circumstance in which the proposed route is one which is on or 7 
across a state highway, the local government entity must seek Department of Transportation 8 
(DOT) approval. 9 
 10 
On October 27, 2020, the Outagamie County Board adopted Ordinance C—2020-2021 11 
which created Section 50-353 (based on Wis. Stat. §23.33) allowing ATVs and UTVs to 12 
operate on roadways designated by Outagamie County and referred to as “routes.”    13 
 14 
There has been interest from constituents to modify the ordinance as pertains to speed limits 15 
and operating hours in order to maintain consistency throughout the county.  The Outagamie 16 
County Highway, Recycling and Solid Waste Committee recommends updating language 17 
in Section 50-353 of the Outagamie County Code of Ordinances. 18 
 19 

 NOW THEREFORE, the following ordinance is presented by the Highway, Recycling and 20 

Solid Waste Committee to the County Board. 21 

 BE IT ORDAINED, that the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors does approve the 22 

following amendments to Chapter 50 of the Outagamie County Code of Ordinances (additions are 23 

underlined and in italics; deletions are struck through and in red): 24 

 Sec. 30-353.  All-terrain vehicles and utility terrain vehicles. 25 

(5) Regulation of ATVs and UTVs. Except as otherwise provided herein, the statutory provisions 26 
of Wis. Stats. § 23.33 and Wis. Admin. Code NR § 64, which create, describe, and define 27 
regulations with respect to ATVs and UTVs, are adopted and, by reference, made a part of this 28 
Code as if fully set forth herein.  29 
(a) Operator and rider requirements. Any person who operates or rides as a passenger on an 30 

ATV or UTV on a roadway that is an ATV/UTV route in Outagamie County designated 31 
pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 23.33(8)(b)1, or an ATV/UTV route in Outagamie County 32 
designated pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 23.33(8)(c), must meet the following requirements:  33 

 34 
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(i) Any operator or passenger shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, orders, 1 
regulations, restrictions, and rules, including those outlined in Wis. Stats. § 23.33 2 
and Wis. Admin. Code NR § 64. All ATV/UTV rules of operation outlined in Wis. 3 
Stats. § 23.33 and Wis. Admin. Code NR § 64 are adopted and incorporated by 4 
reference in this section.  5 

(ii) No person may operate an ATV or UTV without having attained the age of 16.  6 
(iii) No person may operate an ATV or UTV without a valid driver's license.  7 
(iv) All operators shall have a liability insurance policy in force on any ATV or UTV 8 

operated on an ATV/UTV route or route. The liability insurance policy must have 9 
the following minimum coverages:  10 
a. $10,000.00 for property damage  11 
b. $25,000.00 for the injury or death of one person  12 
c. $50,000.00 for the injury or death of more than one person  13 

(b) Rules of operation. The operation of an ATV or UTV on a roadway that is an ATV/UTV 14 
route in Outagamie County designated pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 23.33(8)(b)1, or an 15 
ATV/UTV route in Outagamie County designated pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 23.33(8)(c), 16 
is subject to the following rules of operation:  17 
(i) Any operator or passenger shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, orders, 18 

regulations, restrictions, and rules, including those outlined in Wis. Stats. § 23.33 19 
and Wis. Admin. Code NR § 64. All ATV/UTV rules of operation outlined in Wis. 20 
Stats. § 23.33(3) and NR§64 are adopted and incorporated in this section.  21 

(ii) Operators may only operate on a designated ATV/UTV route signed in accordance 22 
with Wis. Stats. § 23.33(8)(e).  23 

(iii) Speed limits.  24 
a. Operators on ATV/UTV routes shall observe a speed limit not to exceed 35 25 

miles per hour or the posted speed limit on the roadway, whichever is less.  26 
(iv) Operators shall ride in single file in the roadway. Roadway is defined in the same 27 

manner as defined in Wis. Stats. § 340.01(54).  28 
(v) Operators may not operate an ATV or UTV on an ATV/UTV route at any time 29 

before or after operating hours. Operating hours are designated as sunrise and sunset.  30 
(vi) All ATVs and UTVs must operate with fully functional headlamps, tail lamps, and 31 

brake lights.  32 
(vii) Every ATV or UTV shall be equipped, maintained, and operated to prevent 33 

excessive or unusual noise. No person shall operate an ATV or UTV on an 34 
ATV/UTV route unless the vehicle is equipped with a muffler or other effective 35 
noise-suppressing system in good working order and in constant operation.  36 

 37 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this ordinance shall be in effect upon completion of 38 

publication in accordance with Wisconsin Statutes, and 39 

 40 

 41 

  42 
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BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED, that the Outagamie County Clerk be directed to forward a 1 

copy of this ordinance to the Outagamie County Highway Commissioner, the Outagamie County 2 

Development and Land Services Director, the Outagamie County Sheriff, the Outagamie County 3 

Corporation Counsel, and Municipal Code Corporation for inclusion in the Outagamie County 4 

Code of Ordinances. 5 

 Dated this          day of August 2023 6 

 7 
 8 
Duly and officially adopted by the County Board on: _______________________ 9 
 10 
 11 
Signed:           12 
  Board Chairperson   County Clerk 13 
 14 
 15 
Approved:     Vetoed:     16 
 17 
 18 
Signed:      19 
  County Executive 
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